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From: "Allen Weidman" <Aweidman@ socplas.org>

To: <wtc @nist.gov>
Subject: Response to NIST Recommendations regarding the collapse of the WTC Towers

Attached is SPI's response. Thank you for your review and consideration of our comments.
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The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.
Suite 1000
1667 K Street, N-W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
202.974.5233 / aweidman@socplas.org

Allen C. Weidman

Executive Director

Friday, August 05, 2005
Dear Sir or Madam:

The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. (SPI) offers the following comments on the draft
recommendations concerning the collapse of the World Trade Center. First, SPI compliments
NIST on the incredible detail and thoroughness of its investigation into the events leading up to
the collapse of WTC Towers 1 and 2. The amount and quality of the information generated by
NIST during this exercise will surely lead to greater fire and impact safety in high rise buildings.

SPI is in complete agreement with the general recommendations made in the report. However,

we believe that for the report to be self-consistent two additional detailed recommendations
should be added as follows:

1) Enhanced Passive Fire Protection, and
2) Enhanced Fire Resistance of Building Components.

The attached spreadsheet indicates where these additions should be made, and why they are
needed for the document to be more consistent.

SPI appreciates the opportunity to comment on the NIST recommendations prior to their
publication. We believe the proposed additions would strengthen the document, allowing for the
maximum breadth of technical solutions to the problems of fire propagation, heat release, loss of
communications, burnout without collapse, issues of unusually large fuel concentrations, and
redundancy in fire protection.

Sincerely,

(. /20
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